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Upcoming Programs 
 August 25: ***No Meeting*** 

 August 26: United Way luncheon 11:45-1:00 

 September 1: at Bozeman Elementary, Dr. Karen Garza  

 September 8:  No Meeting  in observance of Labor Day 
 

Rotary News and Events 
 The South Plains Food Bank needs our help.  The heavy rains this past July 

decimated the vegetables at their farm.  The food bank shared with us that 
each dollar donated provides 7 meals to those in need.   

 

  The United Way Campaign Kick-Off is August 26th from 11:45-1:00 at the 
Lubbock Memorial Civic Center 

 

 September 1st meeting of the Rotary Club of Lubbock will be at Bozeman 
Elementary.   The address is 3101 East 2nd Street.  Dr. Karen Garza will 
present. 

 

Rotarian of the Week 
 
Name:  James William  (Jim) Carpenter  

 Family: Two daughters & 7 grandchildren 

 City of Birth:  McLean, Texas 

 Job Title & Company: Dentist at Lubbock County Jail  

 What I like about rotary: The members & Service Above 
Self 

 Interests: Travel, hunting, ranching , and mission work 

 Special moments in my life: Birth of his daughters and President of Rotary 

 What I value in a friend is: Loyalty 

 Favorite  Book:  The Bible 

 Favorite Movie: Gone with the Wind 

 Places I have seen and why I enjoyed them:  Alaska – It’s natural beauty 
 
  

Meeting make-ups any time at http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/ 

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/
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Rich Parks, CEO Covenant Health System 

Greg Jones introduced Rich Parks as our guest presenter.  Rich is the President and CEO of 
Covenant Health Systems.  Rich comes to Lubbock from Jackson, Tennessee where he served as 
president and CEO of West Tennessee Health Care.   During his opening remarks, Rich 
expressed his anticipation to see his first dust storm.  The club didn’t seem too anxious to join 
Rich’s hope for a dust storm! 
 
We learned from Rich that Covenant Health System is the 5th largest health care system in 
Texas.  It includes a 62 county service area and a population of about 1.2 million.  He stated 
that half of their patients are from Lubbock and about half are from the outside area 
surrounding Lubbock.   
 
Rich shared the following statistics related to Covenant’s annual operation: 
1.7 million meals are served each year 
3.8 million pounds of laundry annually 
$2.5 million for the annual phone bill 

$3.1 million for the electric bill 
$1.5 million to operate Covenant Health 
System per day 

 
Rich responded to a question from our club about the top three challenges for Covenant.  The 
most important challenge he mentioned is physician relations and physician alignment.  Rich 
tries to spend half of his time as a hospital administrator directly with physicians.  A second 
challenge is the financial burden.  In his presentation, Rich stated that about 25% of Covenant 
patients don’t have coverage.  Another challenge that Rich shared is facility infrastructure.   
 
Congratulations to Covenant Health Systems for numerous honors and recognition.  CHS is 
ranked #33 on Texas Monthly’s list of 100 Best Companies to work for in Texas for 2009.  
Covenant Cancer Institute and Joe Arrington Cancer Center received the Commission on Cancer 
Outstanding Achievement Award for the second time; less than 1.5% of programs nationwide 
have received this honor multiple times.  Rich shared that CHS is rated in the top 4% of Cancer 
programs in the nation.  The Breast Cancer clinical trials are rated as Exemplary.  Also, the 
patient satisfaction survey placed Covenant in the top 4% in the country. With all of these 
recognitions, Rich Parks has certainly joined a top organization.  Welcome to West Texas, Rich! 
 
 

Rotary Meeting Report 
August 11, 2010 

Make up missed meetings any time through Rotary E-club at 
http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/ 

 

R-O-T-A-R-Y 
R-O-T-A-R-Y THAT SPELLS ROTARY. R-O-T-A-R-Y IS KNOWN 
ON LAND AND SEA.  FROM NORTH TO SOUTH, FROM EAST TO 
WEST, THEY PROFIT MOST WHO SERVE THE BEST! 
R-O-T-A-R-Y THAT SPELLS ROTARY. 

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/

